The biosciences in the pre-registration nursing curriculum: staff and students' perceptions of difficulties and relevance.
This paper considers the problematic position of the biological sciences in pre-registration nurse education--'The Bioscience Question'. There is no consensus and little research on the appropriate content and depth of bioscience knowledge required by nurses. Attempts to apportion curriculum time for the biosciences are confounded by the difficulty experienced by nursing students with this area. Within one university department, a survey was undertaken to investigate the perceptions of pre-registration students, and their teachers, of the teaching and learning of biological science, in comparison with other areas of the curriculum. Our findings concur with others that the biosciences are a source of disproportionate difficulty and anxiety to nursing students. Among the students, but not the lecturers, there was some, by no means universal, support for the suggestion that these problems could be reduced by a reallocation of curriculum time in favour of the biosciences. Although it was agreed that bioscience theory should be related more closely to nursing practice, there was no evidence that this lessened the students' difficulties with the subject. In contrast to lecturers, students felt the biosciences to be one of the areas of the pre-registration curriculum most relevant to clinical practice.